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PROFESSIONAL OBJECTIVES

The Department of State has outlined the following specific objectives for the project:

. Provide tools and examples of how tertiary-level educational institutions help students
and alumni start their own businesses through programs and web-based services
(pre-incubation and incubation phase);

. Discuss public-private partnerships for investment in centers for innovation and
entrepreneurship, so that they become self-sustainable;

. Learn about ways to promote youth entrepreneurship in tech entrepreneurship, tourism
entrepreneurship, social entrepreneurship, blue entrepreneurship (shipping and fisheries),
and agricultural entrepreneurship;

. Examine U.S. universities’ experience with technology transfer and identify new ideas
for training and research programs that concern development or diffusion of
technological innovations.;



Explore successful ways of running research parks affiliated with universities;

Explore new tools and methods in teaching entrepreneurship and promoting a business
culture to undergraduate and graduate students;

Explore ways tertiary educational institutions partner with faculty members, alumni,
community leaders and businesses for internship and mentorship programs; and,

Discuss ways of engaging the local community to create a positive mindset around the
notion of entrepreneurship.
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Mr. Anestis ANASTASIOU
Coordinator, MSc in Hospitality and Tourism Management,
American College of Thessaloniki

Mr. Georgios BITHAS
Research Staff Member, Growth Transformation & Value
Engineering (WAVE) Lab, University of the Aegean

Ms. Paraskevi GKIOURKA
Innovation = Strategist, Center for Career Development and
Employment, Democritus University of Thrace

Mr. Vasileios KOSTOULAS
Editor-in-Chief, Naftemporiki (online edition)

Ms. Stavroula LASPITA
Development Officer, Entrepreneurship Lab, University of
Macedonia, Thessaloniki

Mr. Naoum MYLONAS
Research and Teaching Fellow, Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Unit, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Ms. Adamantia PATELI
Associate Professor, Management of Information Systems and
Innovation, Department of Informatics, Ionian University

Ms. Theodora TRACHANA

Business Development and International Collaborations Manager,
Athens Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Athens
University of Economics and Business

Mr. Theodoros VAGENAS
Manager, Research Support Division, Special Funds and Accounts
Department, Hellenic Open University

Mr. Spyridon VOUGIOUS
Director of Shipping Programs, ALBA Graduate Business School,
American College of Greece
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Concurrent Position:

Education:

Membership:

Address:

Languages:

U. S. Travel:

Mr. Anestis ANASTASIOU

Coordinator, MSc in Hospitality and Tourism Management
Program, American College of Thessaloniki

Senior Trainer and Consultant

MA in Politics and Economics of Contemporary Eastern and
Southeastern Europe; University of Macedonia, Greece; 2013

Certified Performance Consultant (CPC); American Society of
Training and Development, USA; 2009

Diploma in Higher Education Teaching; University of Abertay
Dundee, UK; 2001

MSc in International Management; University of London — Kings
College, UK; 1997

MSc in Energy Management; City University, UK; 1996

BEng (Hons) in Mechanical Engineering; University of London —
University College London, UK; 1995

Association of Young Entrepreneurs of Thessaloniki

American College of Thessaloniki, Greece
Email: anestis@act.edu

Greek (native), English

2007, 2009



Professional Background.:

Mr. Anestis Anastasiou is coordinator and responsible for the
administration of the newly established MSc program in
Hospitality and Tourism Management at the American College of
Thessaloniki (ACT). He has is also a lecturer, trainer and mentor
for students at Anatolia School of Business’ Venture Garden — a
project aimed at supporting and nurturing people who want to
understand the business environment and the operations of a
sustainable enterprise.
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Professional Background.:

Greece
Mr. Georgios BITHAS

Research Staff Member, Growth Transformation & Value
Engineering (WAVE) Lab, University of the Aegean

Ph.D. in Business Strategy (in progress); University of the Aegean
MBA in Operations Management, University of the Aegean; 2010
BSc in Business Administration; University of the Aegean; 2006

Business Transformation Through Service Science: The Road
Ahead. Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on
Strategic Innovative Marketing (ICSIM 2014), Madrid, Spain;
2014

E-Services Development in the Collaborative World, 4th
International Conference on Strategic Innovative Marketing
(ICSIM 2015), Mykonos, Greece; 2015.

Business Transformation Through Service Science: a Path for
Business Continuity, 4th International Conference on Strategic
Innovative Marketing (ICSIM 2015), Mykonos, Greece; 2015.

Michalio Hall, 8 Michalon Road
University of the Aegean, Chios 82100, Greece
Email: g.bithas@ba.aegean.gr

Greek (native), English
No previous U.S. travel

Mr. Georgios Bithas is a member of the research staff at
University of the Aegean’s Growth Transformation & Value
Engineering (WAVE) Lab — a research center operating to improve
growth outcomes for organizations. WAVE Lab focuses on
organizational innovation (entrepreneurship, corporate venturing)
and service innovation (service analysis, service systems) for
culture, tourism, energy, environment, and the public sectors.
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Greece
Ms. Paraskevi GKIOURKA

Innovation Strategist, Center for Career Development and
Employment, Democritus University of Thrace

EU Project Manager, Innovation and Entrepreneurship, University
of West Macedonia, Greece

Ph.D. in Civil Engineering; University of Leeds, UK; 2012
MBA; University of Portsmouth Business School; UK; 2004
MSc in Civil Engineering; University of Portsmouth, UK; 2003
BSc in Civil Engineering; University of Portsmouth, UK; 2002
Technical Chamber of Greece

Galanakis, K, Gkiourka, P (2017). Entrepreneurial path:
decoupling the complexity of entrepreneurial process. International

Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior and Research (IJEBR), Vol
23, Issue 2.

Samara, E, Gkiourka, P, Bakouros, I, Skalkos, D, Makridis,
S, (2013). Smart specialization for regional development: The
innovation strategy of the future for the Region of Western
Macedonia. HCTL Open International Journal of Technology
Innovations and Research (IJTIR), Vol 6, November 2013.

Vlachopoulou 33
Xanthi, Greece 67100
Email: pgiourka@gmail.com

Greek (native), English

No previous U.S. travel



Professional Background.:

Ms. Paraskevi Gkiourka is an innovation strategist at Democritus
University of Thrace’s Center for Career Development and
Employment. She is responsible for the design and delivery of
business acceleration programs, international entrepreneurial
summer schools, fast track business bootcamps, virtual incubation
programs with institutions in Greece and abroad, and creating links
between academia and business.
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Greece

Mr. Vasileios KOSTOULAS

Editor-in-Chief, Naftemporiki (online edition)
Senior Press Officer for Greece, Cyprus

Diploma in Professional Journalism

Association of Attica Daily Newspapers (ESIEA)
Numerous Journal Articles

Lenorman 205

Greece 10442

Email: vkost@naftemporiki.gr

Greek (native), English

California, New York

Mr. Vasileios Kostoulas is Editor-in-Chief of the online edition of
Naftemporiki — the oldest financial news journal in Greece
(founded 1924). As chief editor, he is responsible for the
coordination of the newsroom, prioritization of news, economic

and political reporting, op-eds, and interviews.
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Greece
Ms. Stavroula LASPITA

Development Officer, Entrepreneurship Lab, University of
Macedonia, Thessaloniki

Academic  Associate, School of Economic, Business
Administration & Legal Studies, International Hellenic University

Ph.D.; Universitit fiir Wirtschaft, Wiesbaden, Germany; 2010

MSc in Business Administration; Radboud University, Nijmegen,
the Netherlands; 2005

BA in Finance and Accounting; University of Macedonia,
Thessaloniki; 2003

Economic Chamber of Greece

Laspita, S., Breugst, N., Heblich, S., & Patzelt, H. (2012).
Intergenerational transmission of entrepreneurial intentions.
Journal of Business Venturing, 27(4), pp. 414-435.

Scheiner, C., Laspita, S., Brem, A., Chlosta, S. & Voigt,
K.-I. (2008). Founding Intentions: a gender perspective. Journal of
Asia Entrepreneurship and sustainability. Vol. IV (4), pp. 15-35.

156 N. Egnatia
Thessaloniki, Greece 54006
Email: laspita@gmail.com

Greek (native), English

Massachusetts, North Carolina, Washington, DC



Professional Background.:

Ms. Stavroula Laspita is a development officer at the University
of Macedonia’s Entrepreneurship Lab where she is the senior
researcher on EU-funded entrepreneurship projects. Ms. Laspita
organizes conferences, lectures, and seminars, and seeks
opportunities for collaboration with internationally recognized
scientists in the field of entrepreneurship and innovation. The
Entrepreneurship Lab supports the entrepreneurial efforts of the
university’s students and graduates.
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Greece
Mr. Naoum MYLONAS

Research and Teaching Fellow, Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Unit, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Teaching Assistant, School of Economics, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki.

Ph.D. (candidate) in Management and Entrepreneurship; School of
Economics, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

MSc in International and European Economics; Athens University
of Economics and Business; 2011

MSc in Development Management; London School of Economics
and Political Science (LSE); 2009

BSc in Economics, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki; 2007

Economic Chamber of Greece, Hellenic Alumni London School of
Economics Association, Hellenic Association of Information and
Communication  Technology in Agriculture, Food and
Environment

Naoum Mylonas, Lida Kyrgidou & Eugenia Petridou (2017).
Examining the impact of creativity on entrepreneurship intentions:
the case of potential female entrepreneurs. World Review of
Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development, 13(1), 84-105.

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki University Campus,
Thessaloniki, Greece 54124
Email: naoumylonas@econ.auth.gr

Greek (native), English, French

New York



Professional Background.:

Mr. Naoum Mylonas is a fellow at Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship Unit (IEU). [EU
cultivates innovative entrepreneurship initiatives and brings
students in contact with the real entrepreneurial world. He is
responsible for seminars and labs on business plans, selecting
educational materials, mentoring students on their business
proposals, and networking with other entrepreneurship institutions.
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Ms. Adamantia PATELI

Associate Professor, Management of Information Systems and
Innovation, Department of Informatics, Ionian University

Ph.D.; Department of Management Science and Technology,
Athens University of Economics and Business; 2006

MSc in Electronic Commerce; University of Manchester Institute
of Science and Technology, UK; 2001

BSc in Informatics; Department of Informatics; Athens
University of Economics and Business; 1999

Pateli, A., Lioukas, S. (2017). Exploring the role of functional
involvement in transforming external knowledge into innovation
outcomes. R&D Management. (ImF: 1.19, ABS: 3)

Mikalef, P., Pateli, A. (2017). Information technology-enabled
dynamic capabilities and competitive performance. Journal of
Business Research, 70: 1-16 (ImF: 2.129, ABS: 3)

7 Tsirigoti Square
Corfu, Greece 49100
Email: pateli@ionio.gr

Greek (native), English
New York

Ms. Adamantia Pateli is an Associate Professor in Management
of Information Systems and Innovation at Ionian University’s
Department of Informatics. She conducts research in the areas of
information system management, eBusiness, business models,
open innovation, digital entrepreneurship, and crowdsourcing. Ms.
Pateli teaches undergraduate and postgraduate courses in electronic
entrepreneurship, innovation and entrepreneurship, analysis and
design of information systems, and strategic management of
information systems.
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Greece
Ms. Theodora TRACHANA

Business Development and International Collaborations Manager,
Athens Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Athens
University of Economics and Business

Researcher, EU Research and Innovation Manager, Athens
University of Economics and Business

Ph.D. (candidate) in Open Innovation and Entrepreneurship;
Department of Management Science and Technology, Athens
University of Economics and Business

MSc in Information Systems, Department of Informatics; Athens
University of Economics and Business; 2014

BSc in Management Science and Technology; Department of
Management Science and Technology, Athens University of
Economics and Business; 2011

Startup Europe Cities and Universities Network

Karagiannaki, A., Trachana, Th., and Doukidis, G. (2017).
Leveraging digital entrepreneurship through collaboration between
incumbent firms and entrepreneurial ventures: an inbound open
innovation perspective. Journal of Strategic Information Systems

46, Kefallinias Str.

Athens, Greece 11521

Email: th.trachana@aueb.gr

Greek (native), English, French, Spanish

No previous U.S. trave



Professional Background.:

Ms. Theodora Trachana is the business development manager at
the Athens Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation (ACEin) —
the incubation center of Athens University of Economics and
Business. She is responsible for national and European projects
related to acceleration and open innovation, as well as startup
support and coaching at the international level. ACEin supports
researchers and young entrepreneurs to develop innovative
business ideas and bring them to the market.
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Professional Background:

Greece
Mr. Theodoros VAGENAS

Manager, Research Support Division, Special Funds and Accounts
Department, Hellenic Open University

MSc in International Business Management; Technological
Institute of Pireus; 2012

BA in Balkan Studies; University of Western Macedonia, Greece
(now belonging to the Department of Balkan Slavic and Oriental
Studies, University of Macedonia, Greece); 2004

18th Parodos Aristotelous Str.
Patras, Greece
Email: tvagenas@eap.gr

Greek (native), English, Serbo-Croatian
No previous U.S. travel

Mr. Theodoros Vegenas is a manager at Hellenic Open
University’s Research Support Division. In this role, he provides
administrative support to all submission stages of project proposals
related to the EU and National Grant Program. He also promotes
innovation and entrepreneurship among researchers, students, and
graduates through implementation of Hellenic Open University’s
annual business competition (in collaboration with the National
Bank of Greece). Additional responsibilities include the planning,
organizing, and supervising of university events related to
research, technology transfer, innovation and entrepreneurship.
The Hellenic Open University is an active member of the
committee of Patras Innovation Quest exhibition, one of the largest
events of innovation and technology transfer for universities and
the private sector in Western Greece
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Mr. Spyridon VOUGIOUS

Director of Shipping Programs, ALBA Graduate Business School,
American College of Greece

Ph.D. (candidate); Department of Transport and Regional
Economics; University of Antwerp, Belgium

MSc in International Transport; Cardiff Business School, Cardiff
University, Wales, UK; 2002

BSc in Shipping and Transport; School of Business, London
Guildhall University, London, UK; 2001

Hellenic ~ Society of Shipping Economists, International
Association of Maritime Economists

6-8 Xenias Str.
Athens, Greece 11528
Email: svougious@alba.edu.gr

Greek (native), English
New York

Mr. Spyridon Vougious is the director of shipping programs at
American College of Greece’s ALBA Graduate Business School.
He is responsible for the development and operations of ALBA’s
graduate and non-academic (seminars, diplomas, workshops)
programs in shipping. He works closely with the ALBA Hub for
Entrepreneurship and Development (AHEAD) to advise and
provide internships and job opportunities in the shipping market.
AHEAD is the hub that brings together all activities dedicated to
entrepreneurship at ALBA, including startups and new venture
creation, family businesses, social enterprises, intrapreneurship,
and corporate venturing.



