
 
 
 
 

 
WOMEN AS POLITICAL LEADERS  

A Regional Project for Africa 
 
These visitors are invited to the United States under the auspices of the Department of State's                
International Visitor Leadership Program. Their program is arranged by Cultural Vistas. 
 
Program Contacts: Mr. Paul Champaloux and Ms. Sarah Amin, Cultural Vistas, 1250 H Street, 
NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20005; Telephone   (202) 545 6808 or (202) 545 6811; Email 
pchampaloux@culturalvistas.org or samin@culturalvistas.org 
 
Department of State Program Contacts: Ms. Kimberly Jenkins and Ms. Jordan Lachance, 
Office of International Visitors; Telephone   (202) 632 3308 or (202) 632 6172; Email 
jenkinska@state.gov or lachancejh@state.gov 
 
Accompanied by: Ms. Larisa Lucaci, Administrative Interpreter; Ms. Anne Girardeau, and Ms. 
Helen Solodky-Wang, French Language Interpreters 

September 25   October 13, 2017 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL OBJECTIVES 
 
The Department of State has outlined the following specific objectives for the project: 

 
∙ Explore the role of women as leaders of social and political change in the U.S. and how                 

opinion leaders increasingly integrate the concerns of women into the political discourse;  
∙ Illustrate the essential role of non-governmental and grassroots organizations in          

supporting women leaders and empowering women both professionally and personally;  
∙ Examine policies and programs meant to prevent domestic abuse and violence against            

women; 
∙ Provide networking opportunities with influential business and community leaders;         

women legislators at the federal, state, and local levels; and women’s advocates who             
promote human and civil rights;  

∙ Observe how successful women in leadership positions sustain their efforts by mentoring            
a new generation of young women aspiring to be active in politics and their communities  

∙ Illustrate how successful women leaders in the U.S. mentor the next/new generation of             
aspiring female leaders in politics and society at large; and  

∙ Investigate the roadblocks women face in their countries impeding their success in            
achieving their goals or advancing in their professions, and explore novel ways of             
overcoming such obstacles. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
African Union Ms. Rita BISSOONAUTH 

Coordinator, International Center for Girls and Women’s 
Education in Africa (AU/CIEFFA), African Union Commission 

 
Algeria Ms. Massiva MAZARI 

Office Manager, SLK Global 
 
Central African Republic Ms. Gina Michele SANZE 

Deputy, Central African Republic National Assembly 
 
Cote d'Ivoire Dr. Marie Paule CAPRI EPSE KODJO 

President, Coordination of Women of Cote d’Ivoire for Post-Crisis 
Elections and Reconstruction (COFEMCI RPC) 

 
The Gambia Ms. Aminata CORREA 

Publicity and Information Officer, Gambia Center for Victims of 
Human Rights Violations 

 
Haiti Ms. Natacha DACINE 

Communications Adviser, Provisional Electoral Council 
 
Morocco Mrs. Zineb NAIMI 

Municipal Councilor, Agadir 
 
Senegal Mrs. Thiamel Dite Diewo NDIADE 

Head of Marketing and Communication, VACAP World SA 
 
Swaziland Ms. Lungile Nonhlanhla MNISI 

Advocacy and Communications Officer, Coordinating Assembly 
 
Zimbabwe Ms. Tendai Concilia WENYIKA 

Policy and Programs Consultant, Zimbabwe Youth Council 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
African Union  
 
Name: Ms. Rita BISSOONAUTH 
 
Present Position: Coordinator, International Center for Girls and Women’s 

Education in Africa (AU/CIEFFA), African Union Commission 
 
Education/Training: Doctorate, Education, University of Quebec 

Masters of Science. Biochemistry, University Claude Bernard, 
Lyon I  
Bachelors of Science. Biochemistry, University Claude Bernard, 
Lyon I 

 
Publications: “La gouvernance au sein du Mauritius Institute of Education”, In 

Karsenti & al. La Francophonie en question, RIFEFF, Montréal, 
Canada, Bissoonauth, R., 2014 
Rethinking teachers in Africa: Retention and Teacher Education. 
In Education for Rural Transformation: Good Practices from 
National and International Perspectives, Vol. 2, Stockholm 
University, Sweden, Bissoonauth, R., 2013 
“Workshop Report-Seychelles-Climate Change counts”, Southern 
African Regional Association of Universities (SARUA), 
Bissoonauth, R., 2013 
“Workshop Report Mauritius-Climate Change counts”, Southern 
African Regional Association of Universities (SARUA), 
Bissoonauth, R., 2013 
 

Address: Ethiopia 
Email: Ritabissoo19@gmail.com 

 
Languages: French (primary), English 
 
U. S. Travel: New York 
 
Other Travel: Burkina Faso, France 
 
Professional Background: Ms. Rita Bissoonauth is Coordinator of the African Union- 

International Center for Girls and Women’s Education in Africa. 
The Center works on promoting and achieving economic, social, 
and cultural empowerment for girls and women. In this role, Ms. 
Bissoonauth is a tireless advocate for girls’ education and women’s 
empowerment which are fundamental in advancing human rights 
for women.  
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Algeria  
 
Name: Ms. Massiva MAZARI 
 
Present Position: Office Manager, SLK Global 
 
Concurrent Positions: Commercial Agent, Medicaid Private Company 

National Secretary, Rally for Culture and Democracy (RCD) 
 
Education/Training: Bachelors, French Literature and Translation, University of Algiers 

(in progress) 
Bachelors, Psychology and Educational Sciences, University of 
Algiers, 2008 
 

Memberships: Rally for Culture and Democracy 
 
Address: Algeria 

Email: Mazari_massiva@yahoo.fr 
 
Languages: Berber (primary), Arabic, French 
 
U. S. Travel: No previous U.S. travel 
 
Other Travel: Lebanon, Tunisia 
 
Professional Background: Ms. Massiva Mazari is National Secretary for the Rally for Culture 

and Democracy National Bureau which is at the forefront of the 
opposition parties in Algeria. Ms. Mazari aids the party in 
organizing and holding regular seminars called political and 
cultural conferences for young party members. Additionally, her 
party espouses a human rights-oriented, pro-democracy platform. 
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Central African Republic  
 
Name: Ms. Gina Michele SANZE 
 
Present Position: Deputy, Central African Republic National Assembly 
 
Concurrent Positions: Assistant Secretary-General, National Convergence "Kwa Na 

Kwa" Party (KNK) 
 
Previous Positions: Representative, Kemo Prefecture 

  
Education/Training: Masters of Science, Business and International Affairs, University 

of Social Sciences, Toulouse, 1995 
Bachelors of Science, Management, University of Toulouse, 1994  
High School Certificate (Baccalaureat A1), Philosophy and 
Mathematics, The Polytechnic High School of Miray in Toulouse, 
1989 
 

Memberships: KNK political party 
 

Address: 125 David Dacko Avenue 
Bagui  
Central African Republic 
Email: gina.sanze@gmail.com 

 
Languages: French (primary), English 
 
U. S. Travel: No previous U.S. travel 
 
Other Travel: France 
 
Professional Background: Ms. Gina Sanze one of a small number of influential women 

leaders in the Central African Republic. She returned to Bangui in 
the midst of the highest level of violence in 2013, and immediately 
began to serve her country as a Representative for her prefecture. 
She was selected for the Economics Committee within the 
National Assembly due to her work experience and educational 
background. She is an active leader who works to support other 
women political leaders in her role as head of the Women 
Parliamentarians Association and also holds an important position 
on the Pan African Parliamentarians Committee. Prior to serving as 
a political figure, Ms. Sanze was a small business owner and she 
continues to work with women's groups to encourage more small, 
women-owned businesses in her prefecture.  
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Cote d'Ivoire  
 
Name: Dr. Marie Paule CAPRI EPSE KODJO 
 
Present Position: President, Coordination of Women of Cote d’Ivoire for Post-Crisis 

Elections and Reconstruction (COFEMCI RPC) 
 
Concurrent Positions: President, Playdoo (nonprofit) 
 
Previous Positions: Advisor, Ministry of Solidarity, 2008 2010 

Medical Doctor, Ivoirian Civil Servants Hospital, 1999 2002 
Medical Doctor, Med'Unit of the University of Abidjan, 1989 1996 
 

Education/Training: Doctorate, Odonto-stomatology, University Bordeaux 2, 1986 
Bachelors, Law, University Bordeaux 1 
 

Memberships: WANEP CI (nonprofit) 
 
Address: Cote d'Ivoire 

Email: playdoo_ci@yahoo.fr 
 
Languages: French (primary), English 
 
U. S. Travel: New York 

 
Other Travel: Lesotho, Spain  
 
Professional Background: Dr. Marie Paule Kodjo is a community activist and President of 

Coordination of Women of Cote d’Ivoire for Post-Crisis Elections 
and Reconstruction, an organization dedicated to preparing women 
for elections and political leadership roles. This organization 
gathers more than 250 NGOs and women political associations and 
aims to empower women in the political realm and promote 
women political participation. Through her work at COFEMCI 
RPC, Dr. Kodjo's leadership has permitted 29 women in Cote 
d’Ivoire’s 2012 parliamentary elections to be elected.  
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The Gambia  
 
Name: Ms. Aminata CORREA 
 
Present Position: Publicity and Information Officer, Gambia Center for Victims of 

Human Rights Violations 
 
Concurrent Positions: Executive Member, People’s Progressive Party (PPP) 
 
Previous Positions: Assistant Media Coordinator, Gambia Coalition, 2016 2017 

Publicity Secretary, National Reconciliation Party, 2016 2017 
Proprietor, Yerriaa (Growth), 2015 2016  
Marketing Agent and Data Entry Clerk, Right Choice 
Supermarket, 2015 
Sales and Marketing Manager, Deggeh, 2014 
 

Education/Training: Certificate, Entrepreneurship Training, Empretec  GIEPA, 2014 
Certificate, IT, Humanity First, 2013 
 

Address: The Gambia  
Email: aminata27@yahoo.com 

 
Languages: Wolof (primary), English 
 
U. S. Travel: No previous U.S. travel 
 
Other Travel: Senegal 

 
Professional Background: Ms. Aminata Correa has been working in grass-root community 

development for over 12 years and has participated in politics for 
the past 10 years. During the 2016 Presidential election, she served 
as Assistant Media Coordinator for the Gambia Coalition and 
facilitated media press briefings for the Coalition’s spokesperson, 
Halifa Sallah. This past year, Ms. Correa was a candidate for the 
Fajikunda and Latrikunda Sabiji constituency in the National 
Assembly election. Despite not winning the election, Ms. Correa 
continues to play a role in the new government as the Publicity and 
Information Director for the Gambia Center for Victims of Human 
Rights Violations. 
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Haiti  
 
Name: Ms. Natacha DACINE 
 
Present Position: Communications Adviser, Provisional Electoral Council 
 
Concurrent Positions: Director, Focus Consulting 

National Secretary of Communication, Young Progressives 
 
Previous Positions: Consultant, IDEA International, 2015 2016 

Program Officer, ActionAid International Haiti, 2012 2015 
Program Assistant, UNICEF, 2010 2012 

 
Education/Training: Diploma, Social Communication, Faculty of Human Sciences, 

State University of Haiti, 2005-2010 
Bilingual Secretary Courses, School of Accounting and Computer, 
2004 2006 

 
Membership: Toastmasters International – Haiti Chapter 

Rally of Progressive National Democrats (RDNP) 
 
Address: Haiti 

Email: natacha.dacine@gmail.com 
 
Languages: French (primary), English, Creole 
 
U. S. Travel: Fort Lauderdale, Orlando,  

 
Other Travel: Antigua, Montreal 

 
Professional Background: Ms. Natacha Daciné is currently Communications Advisor for the 

Provisional Electoral Council and was previously Program Officer 
for the ActionAid Haiti Gender Program. Additionally, she has led 
the Toastmasters International Club in Haiti. She is an active 
member of the Rally of Progressive National Democrats (RDNP) 
political party for over three years and occupies the role of 
National Secretary of Communication for the Young Progressives.  
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Morocco  
 
Name: Mrs. Zineb NAIMI 
 
Present Position: Municipal Councilor, Agadir 
 
Concurrent Positions: Customs Broker, Nanez Surveyor 
 
Education/Training: Masters, Business Law, Cadi Ayyad University School of Law, 

2012 
Bachelors, Economics and Management, Economic and Social 
Sciences, Ibn Zohr University School of Law, Agadir, 2007 
Applied Degree, Marketing and Business Management, 
Universiapolis, Agadir, 2007  

 
Memberships: Party of Authenticity and Modernity (PAM) 

International Association of Students in Economic and 
Commercial Sciences 
Association of Women Business Leaders (AFEM) 
Logipol 
 

Address: Nanez Surveyor 
Bloc 11, No. 16, Quartier Industriel 
Agadir  
Morocco 
Email: zineb.nanez@gmail.com 

 
Languages: Arabic (primary), English, French 
 
U. S. Travel: No previous U.S. travel 
 
Other Travel: Germany, Italy, Spain 
 
Professional Background: Ms. Zineb Naima is a municipal councilor from Agadir and is a 

member of the commission in charge of public services such as the 
management of public and green spaces and water sanitation. She 
is also a young political leader within the Party of Authenticity and 
Modernity. Within six months of joining the party, she was able to 
convince party leadership to allow her to place a successful 
candidature in local elections. As part of her campaign strategy 
Ms. Naima worked with two other first-time candidates to develop 
a software that tracks the progression of their campaign teams 
around the city using GPS and created a database in which they 
entered the names of registered voters and tracked their campaign 
teams’ outreach as part of their ‘get-out-the-vote’ tactics. 
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Senegal  
 
Name: Mrs. Thiamel Dite Diewo NDIADE 
 
Present Position: Head of Marketing and Communication, VACAP World SA 
 
Concurrent Positions: National President, Junior Chamber International 
 
Previous Positions: Legal Tax Specialist, VACAP World SA 
 
Education/Training: Masters, Taxation and Law, Higher Institute of Management, 2007 

Masters, Business Law, Jean Francois Campollion University, 
2007 
Diploma, Management and Business Law, Higher Institute of 
Management, 2006 
License, Legal and Political Science, Gaston Berger University, 
2004 
 

Memberships: Junior International Chamber 
Lawyers Club of the Higher Institute of Management  
Association of Students from Thillogne 
Vovinam Club 
 

Address: VacapWorld, s/c Hotel des Almadies, Route des Almadies 
Dakar  
Senegal 
Email: tndiade@vacaplesalmadies.com 

 
Languages: Fula/Toucouleur (primary), French 
 
U. S. Travel: No previous U.S. travel 
 
Other Travel: Belgium, France, Germany, Ghana, Italy  
 
Professional Background: Mrs. Thiamel Ndiade is a lawyer who has distinguished herself by 

helping youth develop leadership skills through English clubs and 
competitions. Ms. Ndiade is also president of the Junior Chamber 
International, a youth leadership organization, where she is in 
charge of organizing the Young Chamber’s breast cancer 
awareness bus. The bus travels around Senegal raising awareness 
about breast cancer and providing undeserved women with free 
screenings. 
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Swaziland  
 
Name: Ms. Lungile Nonhlanhla MNISI 
 
Present Position:                    Advocacy and Communications Officer, Coordinating Assembly 
 
Previous Positions:                Volunteer Facilitator, Civic Engagement Initiatives with Swaziland 

Rural Women’s Assembly and Youth Advocates for Change 
Program Officer, Swaziland Coalition of Concerned Civic 
Organization (SCCCO), 2012-2013  

 
Education/Training:               Masters, Human Rights Theory and Practice, Human Rights 

Governance, University of Essex, 2010 
Bachelors, Social Science, Public Administration and Sociology, 
University of Swaziland, 2002 

 
Memberships: Southern African Development Community, Elections Support 

NETwork   Swaziland Chapter 
 
Publications: Country Researcher contributing to a regional project funded by 

the European Centre for Electoral Support, named the Prevention 
of Electoral Violence in the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) region. The booklet has already been 
validated with the title – “Unique Democracy”: A Non Lethal 
Electoral Violence Strategy in Swaziland” 

 
Address: Coordinating Assembly of NGOs 

JSM Matsebula Street 
Queensgate 
Mbabane, H100 
Swaziland 
Email: lungtoliya@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Languages: SiSwati (primary), English 
 
U. S. Travel: No previous U.S. travel 
 
Other Travel: England, France, Switzerland 
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Professional Background: Ms. Mnisi is engaged in coordinating and managing policy 
changes through a variety of civic engagement initiatives including 
human rights and governance, food security, HIV/AIDS.. While 
working at the Swaziland Coalition of Concerned Civic 
Organizations, she was heavily involved with the civic education 
program, specifically, community mobilization for change. In 
addition, she created a concept called “Sidla Inhloko”, meaning 
“people’s parliament”, where communities come together to 
discuss important issues with civic organizations and develop an 
implementation plan that addresses community concerns. 
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Zimbabwe  
 
Name: Ms. Tendai Concilia WENYIKA 
 
Present Position: Policy and Programs Consultant, Zimbabwe Youth Council 
 
Concurrent Positions: Vice President, Health Professions Authority of Zimbabwe 
 
Previous Positions: Deputy Director, Zimbabwe Youth Council, 2015 2016 

PA to Hon. Minister, GOZ, Min. of Women Affairs, 2011 2015 
Deputy Secretary General, Pan African Youth Union, 2008 2015 
 

Education/Training: Doctorate, Philosophy in Peace and Security, University of 
Kwazulu, 2018 
Masters, Peace and Conflict Resolution, Zimbabwe Open 
University, 2014 
Bachelors of Science, Media and Society Studies, Midlands State 
University, 2007 
 

Memberships: Institute of Public Relations 
 

Address: Zimbabwe Youth Council, 6th Floor, Coal House,  
Julius Nyerere & Leopold Takawira 
Harare  
Zimbabwe 
Email: tendaiwenyika@gmail.com 

 
Languages: Shona (primary), English 
 
U. S. Travel: New York  

 
Other Travel: Azerbaijan, Belgium, Cape Verde, Ethiopia, Mexico, Portugal, 

Qatar, Spain, Taiwan 
 

Professional Background: Ms. Tendai Wenyika has served in various leadership positions 
with her most recent election being Zimbabwe’s representative to 
the Pan African Youth (PAY) as Deputy Secretary General. While 
with PAY, Ms. Wenyika was able to grow the organization’s youth 
development. She has received a global award from the Junior 
Chamber International, another platform where young people 
engage on civic issues affecting their communities in over 90 
countries in the world, and she has represented Zimbabwe 
regionally and internationally at the African Union Heads of State 
Summits, United Nations meetings on youth, and the World Youth 
Conference that was held in Mexico in 2010. 
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